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* EXAMINE YOURSELVES, WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH $ PROVE YOUR OWN SELVES.” —Panl 
ee —— = Se 
U Od ¥S./j TWONWVHNOSE, Sui. TULY Oi, 1626. (ITO. 4, 
cn a RRS ASSIS ST PCR IO 1 RR RT RT AT REE TE) 
For the Candid Examiner. | sanported our views. And that the panish- 
NO. VII. | ment of Sodon and Gomorrah there referred 
Examiner O} erved, a riporn ler, &c, li is exemplary he does not deny, hut he must 
Tn the first pla@e we shall notice what our ce some m x? to nnke that pnarshment ont 
editor bas adva ce d i ) O} 4) I ito us on ti j, te Ppa a i] . q f Lom. 4. 6, ~ oo show 
§! by ct of e2 ‘ } lary P 1H My ens. It uppeare { fac 7 mss oo! the ews Wis a severe? 
to usitt bat amendatory puntshmcnat must be ce MH mishiment ta faato lon, whatever that 
fined life. that punishment in the world |) poaishmeni wight be.” But the prophet when 
tocome could not be of this description, aod 4 he says * the punishment of the mnigt vi yot my 
consequently must enoswer some other purpose || neople is greaterthan f punishment of the 
of the divine government, this wethons Ma Was " } of rxdoimn’ « vad thy refers to t! lites i de- 
to operat isan @x: mpte But he asks ** Has } stroc'tou of the « tie : of the main, and in come 
Observer such an tea of exe oplary pouish \ paring this with the wa ling siere tf Jerusalem 
mentas would oblige him to tefer that God a 1s ms to think it to be | A Yor satth he 
i two characters now as a keod parent, then | +t was overihrowa in a moment, dad no bead 
asa revengetul judge.” A revenyeful judge i| at iedon her.’ Notas though the Jews bad 
By no means—we attribute no acts to God | a red a greater punishment than the wicked 
which would authorize the nse of such lia- |} inhabilants of those erties in their eternal state, 


As tu God’s acting in * two characters’ 
according to the scriptures, he now corrects 
and offers s alvation, he wail Re ‘n punish for re- 


guage 


rey tir o h + gracious ofiers, * Because i buve 
called sz ve refused, I have stretched out my 
hand and no man regarded. But ye have set 
at nonght my counsels and would oone of my 
eproof, falso will bingh at your alamity and 
mock when your fearcometh.’ ‘This cifferent 
treatmentis suitedto the ditle.ent states of 


probation and retribution. He tarther enquires 
** whether exemplary punishment in a state of 
eternal retribution is designed to deter trom 
sinning ihe rons din o} ry or the iched 
in hell, or sinners on earth.”” To this we = au- 
swer, how * punishment ina state of eternsl 
retribution’ 


wre 


"operates as an example, or on 
whom weare not concerned to show. We 


believe it a matter of revelation, that it will not 
be amendatory is a matter of course, this being 
inconsistent with its endless duration - and that 
it will operate as an example to some orders of 
intelligent creatures would appear extremely 
probable ifwe had no farther revelition on the 
subject. But this gentleman affirms that * it 
cannot be of any use bat to gratity a vindictive 
justice, or Jellrevenge.” We would here ask. 
who hus disclosed the secrets of eterniiy 
him ? From what data does he draw his 

clusion ? Does he know the situations and 
lations of all orders of intelligent 
another state ? Uf not, 
he make this declaration ? 
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that this ts al- 


ley were ‘ set forth a3 aa 
ele insists that ** the desiga of px 
it does not prove 
ways the case, to our satisfacti Nor indeed 
ean he ‘ill | he prov exec!) criminals 
for a capital offence is designed to make him 


lisi h n 
reform,”’ br 
mn. 
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rood citizen !—What he says of * the assistance 
of grace in a future world” is without the least 
support from the scriptures, the words of th 
ripostle which he quotes cannot be pressed in- 
tu his service without the grossest perversion!! 
We shall next consider what he has satd ina 
reply tothe first part of our secon! number. 
Ve deiined the nrst stage of salvation ‘a de- 
liverance from that immediate destruction 


which man merited by the first transgression 
ind restoration to a state of grucious probation ; 
which afforded all the means necessary for his 
tinal happiness.’ Asan objection to this po- 
sition” the editor ** endeavors to support that 
whatever destruction man merited by the first 
transgression was implied in the denunciation 
of God against it and was actually endured.” 
Vhis he does ‘endeavor to support” it is howe 
‘ver an unsuccessful endeavor, as we shall pre- 
sently see. Heasks ** which told the truth 
od or the serpent?” and answers ** certainly 
certunly! We have nothing to object to 
that ! Bat be argues thus, ** man did not die a 
temper] death and we baveno evidence that 
this death was threatened,”’ But we think he 
's before he lvaves subject, that 
teinpural death, did consiitue a part of the pen- 
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Fo 
alty of the law. He says, ‘* when God arraign- 
ed our first parents for a violation of his law, he 
immediately proceeded to pronounce sentence 
upon them.” Now what was that sevtence ? 
* Dust thou art and unto dust shalt thon return.’ 
From that moment he became mortal—a dying 
creature, which was to all intenst and purposes 
a fulfilment of the threatnings so fur as it related 
to temporal death. How could this gentleman 
deny that temporal death constituted any part 
of the penalty of the law, «nd yet admit that sen 

tence was passed npon our first parents, when 
the memorable words above quoted constitute 
the most importart part of that sentence 7 Per- 
haps he has skill to reconcile these incongrui- 
ties. He proceeds, ** neither did be die an e- 
ternal death and we have no proof that this was 
threatened ; but he died a spiritual or moral 
death, therefore if 1@ certain this death was the 
penalty ofthe original law.’ Then if a man ts 
reprieved from the gallows after being under 
the sentence of death for murder, it is quite cer- 
tain that death is not the penalty of the jaw that 
forbids murder. 

And because Nineva was not destroyed in 
forty days afier Jonah’s prophecy, therefore 
destruction was not threatened! ‘This ts ons 
Examiner’slogic!!! Eternal death we con 
ceive, differs from spiritual death in duration 
and degree but oot in nature. In ovr 
the subject spiritual death must huve been per- 
pe uated, but for the intervention of a saviour, 
This is obvious from the antithesis which is ev- 
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view of | 


ery where kept up between thatdeath which is | 


the consequence of sin, and that eternal life 
which is the gift of God through Christ. The 
Apostle says (Kom. 6. 23) * the wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life.’ Here 


death stands opposed to eternal life, and must | 


be understood of eternal death if we preserve 
the antithesis. Again John 3. 15 ‘ that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not perish but 
have efernal life.’ Here perishing is opposed 
to eternal life and implies eternal death. We 
have evidence then both that e¢ernal death is 
the penalty of the law, and that through Christ 
we are saved from it. But he says * there is 
no intimation that any thing was remitted that 
had been threatned.”?. Now we think there is 
proof enough that man was not consigned to 
the whole of the puni-hment which he had 
merited on the day of transgression. But as he 
has undertaken to prove that he was, we should 
be glad to have his proof—and shall not yield 
the point on his asserting that there is no evi- 
dence tothe contrary, He proceeds “it would 
be proper for him first to prove that what he 
means by ‘immediate destruction, was threat- 
ned before he assumes that there 1s salvation 


/ own strength.” 
/ mean that they were not made ‘ suflicient to 


justice be imputed to the Most High ! 


| ture to support the idea’ 


from such destruction.” Whether we prove 
that this destruction was threatned, or prove 
directly, deliverance from it, would equa!ly 
bear upon the question, and we think we have 
done both. But the Editor’s ** views of a state 
of probation differs in some degree from Ob- 
server’s. The first created pair were pla- 
ced ina state of probation in the garden aud the 
result proved that they could not stand by their 
Could not. stand? Does he 


have stood’as well as ‘free to fall.’ Ifso 
where the justice of the curse pronounced up- 
on them? Must they be punished for what 
they could not help ? Let not such flagrant in- 
Again— 
** We hold that this deliverance or ‘ final hap- 
piness’ does not depend oa th® result of a state 
of gracious probation’ or trial given to man, bot 
or the immutable promise of God.’ But there 
is no Inconsistency between a state of probation 
and ‘the ammutable promise of God” as this 
promise is conditional. This we shall support 
inagother place. He continues, * Is it reason- 
able for us to suppose or have we any scrip- 
ture to support the idea that Gedafter man had 
fallen from his first state of probation placed his 
final happiness on as precarious a foundation 
as the result of another state ef probation would 
be, in which there ts as great a hi ibility of fail- 
ing as atthe first?’ Vo all this we answer, 
their being placed in another state of probation 
by no ineans involves the consequence that 
‘* there is as great a liability of failing as at the 
first’? for thongh we are liable to sin, yet there 
is provision made for our pardon on repentance. 
‘If any man sin we have an advecate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous who is the 
propitiation for our sins. Our salvation is not 
“in geopardy” if we attend to the requirement 
of the gospel, but if we do not there is * scrip- 
that we are by no 
means secure of selvation ! It does indeed ap: 
pear that the Editor's + views of a state of pro- 


| bation differ in some degree from Observer's.” 


They differ so meterially that we assert and he 


| dentes, thut man 1s in a probationary sta‘e. He 





believes tnat the issue is cerlum and inevitable. 
—All must and will finally be saved. Nothing 
they can do or lenve undone con at all endanger 
their salvation. Now on this principle it aps 
pears tous that all the adimonitions—exhortae 
ttons—expostul tions—and threatuings, of the 
holy scriptures amount to asolemn nothing— 
yeathey are worse than absurd! Let him prove 
what follows by the scriptures, and we will 
eurrender at once—* All mankind were cre 


a- 


ted in Jesus Christ, and they never were nor 
never will be out uf the covenuut of grace in 
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which they were created.” We pass now to 
notice what he has said upon two of the passa- 
ges which we introduced in support of our 
views on this subject. He remarks upon Rom. 
5. 18—** The judgment whatever it was came 
upon all men so they could not be delivered 
from it”? That jadgment came upon all men is 
evident from the passage, but that the judgment 
was executed, so that ‘* they could not be de- 
livered from it” is a gratuitous assumption ! 
This was what he undertook in the outset ‘to 
support”’ but how he has supported it we have 
seen. It must be obvious on the slightest at- 
tention to the subject that the * justification ot 
life’ is opposed to the * judgment to condemna- 
tion’ andimplies the cancelling of that * judg- 
ment.’ But the Editor cannot admit this be- 


cause it is inconsistent with bis theory. —Assu- | 


ming the truth of that, he infers that the mean- 
ing which we have put upon the passage cannot 
be the true one ; though indeed it be the only 
one whicb can be put upan it without violence 
to every correct rule of interpretation. Again 
he urges, ‘* Neither does this scripture affirm 


that judgment came upon all men for the offence | 


of Adam, but through, or by his offence.” This 
must certainly be regarded by all candid read- 
ers as amere quibble, or play upon words! A- 
gain ** he standing as the representative of all 
portended that bis offspring like himself would 
sin!’ [ves be, can he seriously think this was 
the Apostles meaning in the passage in question? 
But * Pavol in a few verses preceding the one 
we are endeavoring to illustrate establishes this 
sentiment. * Wherefore as by one man sin en- 
tered into the world aud death by sin and so 
death passed upon all men for that all have sin- 
ped. not for that one hus senned.”’ The latter 
clause of this paseige upon which he lays so 
much stress may be rendered as in the margin 
in whom all have sinned, In whichever way it 
is rendered it 1s evidently designed to refer the 


‘reason why * death came upon ell men’ to the 


sim of thes one man.’ All have sinned in Adam 
their representative, being in his loins—They 
have derived a depraved nature from him and 
as soon as they have become capable of moral 
action have actually sinned satter the similitude 
of his transgression. But ** justification of lite, 
means something more than Observer repre- 
sents by ‘initial salvation.” It is allowed it 
does in many other places and inthe first verse 
to which the edutor refers. But is it any thing 
strange for a word to be used in different sen- 
ses? And it would be easy to show that this i 
actually the case in the ase which the Apostl: 
makes of the teri justification, but we must not 
extend ovr observatians:too far. 
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help of which be arrives at the marginal real- 
ing we shall not quarrel with: Though it chan- 
ges one circumstance in the passage, it still in 
our view implies the doctrine contended for. 
Yet the passage ‘literally translated’ says Dr. 
Clarke ‘stands thus, For the grace of God, 
that which saves hath shone forth upon all 
men. And Mr. Wesley translates it * For the 
saving grace of God hath appeared to all men.’ 
On these translations our argument stands in 
full force ! 

He has hestowed no remarks upon the third 
passage which we qnoted 1 Tim. 4. 19. ‘whe 
is the saviour of all men, especially of those that 
believe., Here the apostle plainly distinguish- 


| es between the general and especial salvation. 


If he is especially the saviour of all men, this 
passage must convey an incorrect idea of the 
subject!—The above passages we still con- 
ceive to justify the observations which we made 
upon them. More might be adduced ; hut as 
we have necessarily, in following our Exam- 
iner through his various ra’nifications, been 
something prolix, we must dismiss this part of 
the subject forthe présent. 
OBSERVER 





Examination by E. Ferris. 


in this enquiry after the knowledge of the 
trath, I shall ase the form of plain questions, 
and brief and candid answers ; and shall be ve- 
ry short, but at the same time directly to the 
point, in proving the correctness of those an- 
— given to the questions arising under this 
ead. 


Ist. Has God designed any thing derogato- 
ry to his holy will 7 

Ans. No, for that would suppose God a be- 
ing of necessity, a prisoner of fate, chained 
dowa to limited power, but he is infinite in 
power. And ats design is his purpose ia bim- 
self, according to his good pleasure. 

Q. Has God any good pleasure in the death 
vt the wicked, and consequently according to 
his good pleasure, purposed they shall die 7 

A. Yes, For death is the wages of sin. 
‘* The soulthat siaaethit shall die.” But, 
‘ Say unto them, ag I live, saith the Lord God 
| have no pleasure intne death of the wicked, 
vuttha the wicked turn fron his wicked way 
vad live.”” From these words, we muy leara 
this solema trath, that Gol has but one pleas- 
are, aod of course one purpose in the death of 
the wicked. Aud that one desiga is to turn 
them trom wickedness that they should live; 


J tnen we may see this to be a good will and de- 


‘he Editor's criticism upon Tit. 2 4. by the § 


sign in God towards the wicked ia death. 
Q. But what kiad of death is this, that God. 
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i takes no other pleasure in, but that the wicked 
< be turned thereby from wickedness and live ¢ 
A. It is not the death of the body, but of the 
soul that sinneth, it shall die, not sleep in a 
state of unconscious existence until awakened 
to sudden life in the twinkling of aneve : For 
in an unconscious state, one wonld neither be- 
lieve nor repent, which, accordingto the gos- 
pel are both essential means, in bringing the 
dead sinner intoa holy life. However, that 


i} 


death God inflicts on the sinner. is Ubis, itis of 


a moral correcting nature, in which, tne sioner 
feels all the wetghtof his own gmilt, throneh 
which, as a medinm, he behelds ail the abbor- 
rent nature ef sins insomuch he loathes his 
own shame in the presence of divine holiness, 
which holiness prodaces a change in bis soui, 
frem the love of sim to the love of holiness, 
therefore Cc ‘Ted death, as death 1s a c} ange, 

@. ' st Godin Clirist that effects this change 
in men, or ts it the licht of our own reason un- 
der some outward infivence ? 

A. itis beth ; for God in Christ is the only 
ppt heht of human reasen, ** For, there ts 

a spiritin man.& the inspiration of the Almighty 


giveth it uncerstanding = * That was tbe 
trne hight that heh ot every man that cometh 
in‘o the world.”? ** Therefore by grace are ye 


saved,” 
Q. What character does he sustain after 
| change ? 

He is a christian, as being anew creature 
in Christ. or, ‘* ifany man be in Christ, he ts 
anew creature, old things are done away, &c.” 
And such an one must be in Christ as certain- 
y as he is made alive. ‘* For as in Adam all 
lie, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” 
Which life presapposes vital christianity. 

Q. But will all, being made alive in Christ, 
be tree from damnation, or in other words, free 
rom condemnation 7 

A. Yes, For as they shall all be made alive 
jo Christ. | think at that time, none can be out 
of Christjand the apostle says," Phere is no con- 


~ > 


demnation to them that are in Christ) Jesus ;” 
and the same cau-e will produce the same ef 
fect inall. 

Q. Is God’s will to save us, conditional or 
unconditional ? 

A. Unconditional, for none but a dependant 
being cap possibly possess a conditional will, 
because a conditional will is dependant on the 
fulfiln ent cf conditions by another person. And 
if those conditions are never fulfilled by the 
party on whom theyare binding, the wall ts 
dead, and of course never can be executed, 
but it is pot so with God. ‘** For he doeth ac- 
cording to iis will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, and none 





fl canstay his hand.’? No, no failure on onr part 


ean stay bis almighty hand, for he is tndepen- 

©. Butare not faith, repentence, hope, &e. 
conditions to his will ? 

A, No, they are means emp yes by «race, 
but pot conduions of the creature. for Geo o as 
rogilv witls us faith. h lope am d rep niance, us 
he dues that we shou! ld be happy, Therefore 
we might as well: sny that ie leiter is ai cond:- 
tion of his will,as the former, and to this I 
would subjoin, that the inspired apostles make 
both faith and repertance to be eifts of God, 

q). W bat is gospel faith, aod what Is evan 
gelical repentance !? 

A. ** Faith ts the snhstan eof thines hoped 
for, the evidence of things not seen.”’ So that 
the christian hopes for ms salvation of all men, 
yet he sees not all saved in this world, but ha- 
ving faith as an evidence that all will finally be 
savedthronch faith, he has the substance of 
what he hopes for, the evidence of what is not 
yet seen accomplished, this is the nature of 
gospel faith. 

Evangelical repentance is a Godly sorrow 
for sin, not only for our own personal sins, but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 

Not arising out of aslavish fear. thet the 
world, ourselves, or any part of the world, will 


t 
be eternally miserable in conseenence, no but 





ont of love to iatbeiaieaet: aod dissatisieetion | 
with wickedness. 

Q, What is unbeliefin its nature, which is so ' 
much condemned ? 

A. It is disbelieving the record Go : ee ae 
ven of his son. ‘* This is the record t God 
hath given us eternal life, and this ite j Is in fis ; 
son.” It is no wonder he that believeth not is i 
damned : when wecome to consiuler how Oo id ' 
God has been to him and all mankind, even to f 
secure the rich aift of eternal life in his son for | 
usall, and then entered this fact on record, 
& thea gave us the record to read for our pres- i 
ept comfort ; and now if we will not be rt ih it 
we ought to be damaed as long “w= Ve continue 
civing God the tie by our unhelicfot Lis sacred 
Wore d, so frequently confirmed by an oath. 

. Where, io that record, God has given of 

be aha: shall we find the truth confirmed by 


an oath, and so plainly expressed as to be easy 


understood so ? 

A. Isaiah Ch: p. 45 verses 22, 25, 24, 25. 
ere God begins by calling upen al! the ends 
of the earth to look to bim for salvati. n, and 
assuring all there is no God beside himsel/f for 
us to look to; and then says, he has sworn by 
himself, and that bis word has gone out of hig 
mouth in righteousness,, that not on ly every 
knee shall bow and every tougue s vear to him, 
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hut also all that are incensed aginst God, shall 
be ashamed, which, all taken together, sup po- 
es all shall hearuly repentin bumble sabmis- 
A d this isnot all, for they are 
then alito say surely in the Lord | have right- 
righteousness 


cron to God 


eousnes? auc sire vih, ‘] his 
and streneth im the Lord, is that eternal lire gi 
yen us to the Li rea Jes S. 

And when God eave his word to Abraham 
that alinations, kindreds and families of the 


earth should be blassed in his ses 1 (wt ich sced 


, ~ , ; « Fd } a 7 
the inspired apostle says is Christ) he then 
— ' ' 3 ol ’ 2 I> . 
confirmed his word by an oatu pee of. Pa 
s } ° - ‘ 7 a) ~ 
on this subject Gal. in. 7, 8,14, 15, 16, 17. 
i ' : gq 9 ‘ - so ") , 
l ve. 13. 4,1 1 , 4 ] it ’ y ets 
‘? — 1 
Acts mW. £0 shits Of lng whichis prom- 


: j 1} Rog . 
tced in Christ to all. is that etersal iife given 
; 


us inthe Son efGed.. Now | think it a hard 
case it we can’t believe God when he gives us 
his word of promise, under the h oly soles ynity 
of an oath yea ii ts heaven daring, for us not 
to believe. Now this record, God has given 
of his son, reveals the purpose of his gracious 
willto save all me sin and misery 
( ist his « ytos e unknown se- 
will aun God, % } be on th whole 
4 No { would suppose Ged to be a 
Couble minced | in whom no ene coald 
eifels put huis trust: af would ve also charging 
( Pwith dapl ealing one pretended 
rital Cj bs will, Pat the same 
tn ( i Siguing s ictaing Contrary nd 
EL artiality 
@. Bat might not ly iplan, betfer agree 
withascheme of his wisdom, supposed to be 
found out in witty inventton,? 
A. li might avree with some nartial scheme, 
( ningiy cont ived by wicked menu, out of sel- 
fish motives, but uever can be like anv scheme 
finfinite wisdom ; therefore, Sc. James saves, 


tre wisdom that is from above ts pure and fall 


ofmercy and good traits, wilhont partiaity and 


without hypocmsy, chap 9. 17. And now as 
‘ lames savs rap, A double minded man is 
unsfabie in all Dis Ways, whats raid We tl ink of 
a supposed God, possessing two ceatrary wills 
and two natures of love, one a general love of 
benevolent: nid the OLNeP, gt limited love of 
eemplacency, and who gives ont a common 
call without efiect. and also a special, partial 
and cfieacions call ? Has such a God ever said, 
‘© So sholl my word be that coeth forth out of 


my mouthoit shall accomplish that which | 
please, and shall prosper.” &c, No, but the 
' { 


God of } eaven and earth hi ith said if. 


Q. Then ought we to helievwe that as the 
calling upon 


word has gone out of his mouth, 


D EXAMINER. 29 


phan mae ends ‘of he earth to iabU « uuto “him sat 


| be saved. thai they will look unto him and 
be saved ? 
A. Yes, for we read every eye shall see him 
el 


% 


t and they can’t see him, bat yo wh the medi- 


| uinof looking. And again, as God calls on all 
4 mankind to look to him for saivatron, . must 
i have plenteous salvation in store for them 


i aod if for atl men, then of course not jor any o- 
} ‘ 


i . ‘ a ‘a . ‘ 7 t ~¢ . 
| children’s bread, nor if prepared for thet 


| ' a | t throw . i : 
i| ther ae srTeiy of vi Io i Lnrow a vay bik 
} 


it to dogs. 
Q. Bat, whet ti somen ever will look to Go 


yread of ¢ ternal | 


elgg - een saci 
A. It is impussible that that should ever be 
the case : for when men become hungry e- 


x. to see that they must starve without 
} 


read, th ey nal urally look for it, and ifatts ne 
where else to be foun, they will } 
fathers house ; remember the predigal 
Q. Yet are we not to look p 
works for salvation ? 

A. No, the prodigal son t: 
he yoined bins ‘fto acitizer, and cot nothir 
but busks to eat alter all, uli he looked to hi 
fathye rs hous ee | 
Even so thoagh men make to themselves Go 
smany, end are j ined todiffereut gs 


1! i r 
iithes Paes | 


, : , 
their hands meats and drinks, and attend to 


p 
ried I that in Vain, 


nd there he found bread esongn. 


i- 
cerdotal citizeas of this world, and receive at 
i 
’ 


all 


the outward ceremontes of thetr house ; yet all 


? 
. 


these oniward works are no be 


busks in satisfying a hungry soul; for aPer 


they must look to the only trae and living Go 


j . a . . . . ‘ 
tor unmerited salvation 3; seeing he is God, an 


ter than ernpty 


‘all 
} 


’ 
there is none else among all Gods, that has brea ! 
| of salvation eno igh and to spare, 
| Q. Then what ts the salvation of God in its 


| nature ? 


1 ? , a > 0 a P } : 
the love of sin. But the eternal salvation o 
’ ' ° - ? P . ote 4 
Gog, IS Hot o iV a pel { detiveran PON ui 
love of sin, but also of being confirmed in a state 
} *thhalhie } rol 
of holiness, andsaved trom sin 69 2s never more 


> . . . ‘ 
A. Present salvation is our being saved from 


to feel its operation in the sou! ; both oresent 
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} and eternal salvation are the wos of God 
| ** For he shall save lis veonle from their sins.’ 
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in its blessed nature 


sing, even a state of ri shteous happiness 
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ver ofsin; but heaven is in every holy heart 
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where God delights to dwell, who there, is ali 


that ocenptes the harmless soul, — | 
i no confined or located place ‘For w 
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rious consequence of being sav ‘d from our 
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the epirit ofthe Lord is, there is hberty.” { 


That is, holy ltberty. 

Q. What is the nature of regeneration, as 
spoken of in the scriptures ? 

A. It isa concern about our spiritual estate. 
begotten in the mind ofthe sinner, wherein he 
groans and travels in pain of mind, for deliver- 
ance and after the knowledge of the truth. 

Q. Then what is thenew birth, are they 
both one in nature ? 

A. No, one precedes the other, as really as 


our natural conception precedes our being born 


into this world, and no doubt those two meta- 
phors to convey an idea of both regeneration 
and heing born again, were both taken from 
those two cases in nature. Now regeneration 
produces paiaful travail in the soul after the 
knowledge of divine truth, but the new birth is 
our being born into the light of this much desi- 
red trath, This new birth produces joy and 
peace in the knowledge of the truth ; but re- 


generation produces previous anxiety and con- | 


One is a knowledge of ourselves «&c. 
Thus 


cern- 
the other is a knowledge of God, &c. 
they differ in their nature. 

Q. Will all be born again of the holy spirit of 
God ? 

A. Yes, “* Except aman be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”’ ‘* And the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
ficsh shall see it together.” Not apart, but 
together all shall see it, therefore Christ said 
ye must be born again, Now whatever must 
be with God,is to be, and will take place, there- 
fore they shall all be born again, to fulfil all 
the promises of God. Without this birth, eve- 
ry eye could never see the true light. And 
we have the promise thit every eye shall see 
him who is that true light. However we see 
not yet all reconciled to God ; we see not yet 
all born again of the spirit ; yet | am very sure 
they willbe. But I can say with the apostle, 
If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of ali men the most miserable. Yes, most 
miserable, because we have boldly declared 
the salvation of all men, and facts prove that all 
are not saved from sin in this life, but thanks be 
te God, we see Jesus Lord of the deadas_ well 
as the living. Hallelujah, praise ye the Lord. 


The Hebrew word S'evl, which is translated 
Hell, in the Old Testament, is derived from 
Shaal, to ask, to pray, or hide. Kennicot who 
compared the Bible with 1,000 MSS. affirms, 
that the radical meaning of shaal is to ask or 
pray. Inthis sense the English translators un- 
derstood the term, in Gen. xxxii. 29. Deut. iv. 
32, and xxxii. 7. Josh. iv. 6. Jud. xviii. 5, &c, 
The Septuagint renders it astesan. ; 
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Where Sheol, occurs as a verb, it signifies to 
ask, or pray—enguire, as above quoted ; but 
where it occurs as a noun, it signifies the grave, 
or the receptacle of the dead body ; and also a 
state of great anxiety and trouble of mind, like 
that which persons feel when they believe they 
are about dyieg. In the first named sense of 
theaoun, meaning the grave, we understand 
Psa. Ixxxix. 47, and Proy. xxvii. 20, explained 
by chapter xxx. 15; also, Gen. xxxvii. 35 ; [ 
will go down unto, Sheol, the grave, not hell— 
and Job prays; Oh! that thou would hide me 
in Sheol, the grave, not hell, tli thy wrath be 

ast. See chap. xiv. 63. The most of people 
say, that hell is the very focus of God's wrath ; 
and yet Job wished to be hidthere. ‘The word 
Sheol in the Old Testament does not meana 
place of departed spirits, for the writers of the 
Jewish Scriptures had no kvowledge of a fu- 
ture mode of existence. Sheol, therefore, only 
implies the state of the dead body. or that chaos 
or nonentity, that was supposed to follow disso- 
lution. In this sense we must understand Eccl 


"ix. 5, 10. Psa. vi. 5. Isa. xxxviii. 18. Job. viv 


12. 
In the second named sense, of the noun, we 
must understand Psa. ix: 17. xxx. 3, and cxvi. 
3; such is the hell of the wicked in life. See 
Isa. lvi. 21—trouble of mind. ‘These are all 
the hells of which we have any accountin the 
Old Testament,and their torments are not efer- 
nal. 

There are two words that occur in the ori- 
ginal Greek Testament which our English trans- 
lators have rendered fell, though they are of 
very different signification. One of the words 
is Hades, and the other Gehennah. Hades, from 
a and eido, to see—signifies unseen—The in- 
visible receptacle of the dead, where all depar- 
ted spirits are supposed to reside, happy or an- 
happy, holy or unholy. Hades, has the same 
signification as Shevl, in the Septuagint Greek 
of the Old Testament, aud only relates to the 
body, and in his sense we understand Ephs. av, 
10, and Acts. i. 27. Job exelaiscas Sheol, Bothné 
— Hades is my house. See Job xvii. 13, and 
xxx. 23 Psa. xvi. 10. Where the term Hades 
is 1nployed to signify a place ofdeparted spire 
its, the idea of existence ts implied, such «6 


|} Lake xvi. 23, and Mat. xvi. 1%. and the words 


pulat hadou, means, passage to the invisible 
world ; implying that persecution unto death 
shoulda not prevail against the increase of his 
kingdom. The other termis, Gekennah, iu the 
valley of Hennom, in the Ol! Vestament called 
Tophet, and means a valley of fire. which was 
situated near Jerasalem. See Jer. vii. 31, and 


is the place of which our Lord speaks. in Mat. 
v. 32, warning his disciplea to take care of the 
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Jewish council, who condemned offenders to 
this Hery valley. 

‘These are allthe bells of which we have any ac- 
count ofin the New Testament, except, tigura- 
tively, from Hades no ove wishes his body bro't, 
being but dust, and where the term means a 
place of spirits, it means a place for the happy 
as wellas the ounbappy, and we do not dread it 

—and as for Gehexnah, or Tophet, though it 
means a valley of fire, and was a fearful place 
to the Jews, the people of this country need 
not fearit: wed we find that Jeremiah had the 
good fortune to come, from this mighty hell.— 
See Jer. xix. 11, read all the chapter, and fea 
po other hell, bot what may rise in’ your miud 
from your own conduct, or that of others, and 
remember that the soul being pure thought, can- 
not be confined to any of thes se local hells, no 
more then the thenents can be confined—the 
mind is the seat of hell. 

Ihe term Devil occurs no where in the Old 
‘Testament : but the word Devils occurs four 
times. See Lev. xvii. 7. Deut. xxxii. 17. 
2 Petes xi. IR. Psa. cvi. 37. By attention 
to ths-e passages, the reader will find that Jero- 
boam, oe ofthe Kings of the Jews, made De- 
vils and Calves, and the people worshipped 
them, and sacrificed their sons and danghters to 
these Devils,and called them Gods—they burnt 
their children in the fiery valley of Hennoim, 
where Tophet was, called in the Greek Testa- 
ment, Gehennaeh, 

inthe English translation of the New Testa- 
ment, the word Devil or Devils, occurs ninety 
times; but the three Greek terms from which 
the English word Devil is taken, are of very 
different signification, They are daiwnon dar- 
monion and diabolus. The two tirst named 
words are both derived from daio,to divide. and 
generally, signities deified, dead men’s spirits 
—-some of whom are good, and others bad. In 
™ is sense was understuod by the philosophers 

t Athens, when Paul preached Jesus and the 
at at ; they, said ** He seemeth to be 
asetter forth of strange Ja/monion—demons— 
Gods.’ Acts xvi. 18. Here our trans} itors 
have rendered the term durmonion, Gods ; but 
in every other place where it occurs. they have 
rendered it Devil, and which shows that they 
believed in Devils, without the autheri.y of 
scripture. 

In all those passages in the New Testament, 
where mention is made of persons being pos- 
sessed of Devils, and the Destis cust oui, th. 
Greek term da:montu, 1s used, and properly 
means insane nersous ; but whom some believ 
ed to be so, because demons, or deed men’s bad 
ghosts, were inthem, See Mat. xvi.. 14, 18 
ead Joho x, 20. 
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The Greeks, from whom the Jews learned 


| their notions of Demonallogy, had a catalogue of 


30,000 of those demons—the good acted as me- 
diators between God and man, and the bad tor- 
mented them in different ways. The good 


were often worshipped by the imposition of 


hames or images. See I Cor. viii. 4, 7. x. 
chap. 14, 20, 21. 1 Tim. ti. 5, aud Rev. ix. 20. 
Here the Devils that were worshipped, coald 
not see, hear, vor walk—not so dangerous as 
the present Devil is supposed to be. 

The other Greek term in the New Testamen 
translated Devil, is deabo/os, from dia—throuz' 
and balle, tu cast, to dart, or strike through—to 
stab with an accusation ; and strictly means, an 
accuser ; a slanderer. The term is used in the 
Septuagint Greek of the Old Testament, as the 
translation for the term Satan, an adversary, and 
zar, anenemy. They are both appellative 


| terms, in this sense we understand Jolin vil. 70. 
| vili. 44, 


Mat. xvi. 23. Acts xiii. 10. Titus ii. 
3, and Tim. iii. 11, in both passages, about the 


women, read diabolos, the Greek term for Dev 


ils.— Thus, sa order to understand the extent 


and application of personification, used in the 
sectipture, we must analyze. by changing the 


abstract, for concrete terms, and we shall nev- 
er expect to see, or feel the effect of a Devil, 
separate from a min or woman. We will re- 
sume this subject in some future number.—Srar 


of the South. 


FROM THE LEIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


Behold the Lord's hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save ; nettheris his ear heavy, 


that it cannot hear: Bat your iniqnities have 
separated between you : vod your God. and your 
' sins have hid his face from you, that he will 


not hear.— Isaiab lix, 1, 2. 


Men not unfreqnuen'ly imagme that the Lord 
has forsaken thew, and that his arm is shor‘en- 
ed that he cannot save, in consequence of their 
having transgressed his laws, and turned a deaf 
evr to his entreaties. ‘(Chey view him to be al- 
together such an one as themselves, and think 
when his commands have been di-obeyed that 
he will vent his anger upon their unshielded 
heads, by making them miserahle here. and 
herealter. They do not perceive that their 
stns have hid his face from them, and that their 
weusing cousciences bave cenjared up the tor- 
rif'c being they supposed to be Ged, 

This Blindness of mind and Jistoriion of vis- 
ioralways accompanies a habitual course of 
vice, and is one of the means in he hand of 
God, of bringmg ersing mortals back tothe o kh 

floaty and hoepiness ; of we were peur d 
to enjoy the smile of our heavenly Pa. eut wire 
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we disobeyed his injunctions, we should have 
no inducements to falfil bis commands. 

And no stronger proof of his love and wis- 
dom can be furnished than the fact that every 
deviation from his law inevitably produces mis- 
ery, and every compliance with it, happiness. 
If we could enjoy greater felicity in violating 
his commands, than in obeying them, we might 
suppose he gave laws for his besetit, and not 
ours. But when the opposite is the truth, we 
can clearly see the love that dictated his stat 
aes, and the oblization we are under to per: 
form all his requirements. 

We should look with suspicion on those who 
tell us that sin is pleasant in this world, and 
that the path of the ‘christian 1s 
thorns on every they are in the blick- 
ness of darkness thems Ives, and would lead o- 
thers into e jual g jOOM, 

We may be assured that they are net God's 
messeners, for be declares that wisdown’s ways 
are pleasant, and ail her patos that the 
wicked are like the troubled sea. when it con 
Tup mire and dirt.— 
Ki is only necessary to see God as beis,in or 
der to love him with our whole souls ; and if 
we thus love him, we shall joyfally comply with 
his requisitions, Christ says, he that hath my 
commandments and keepeth them, he 
loveth me. 


beset with 


side rs 


peat _- 


not rest, whose waters cas 


it i> that 


From the above considerations we can clear 
ly perceive the imp iriance of a knowledge 0 
our Maker, and what infl.ence it has on oor 
conduct and enjoyment in this lite. Let those 
therefore, who are blessed witha | 
of God’s love exert their indueace in’ dispel 
ling the mist ia which iguorance anid sapersti 
tion have conceded the celesin:l character of 
our Father tn heaven, that they may be instru- 
mental iv causing God's kin 
his will to be dowe on earth, as ii ts in heaven 
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EXAMPLE, THE LOUDEST PREACHING. 


When the Rey. Doct, Spring was in Philadel- 
phia, he preached a sermon against money cor 
riches; he took for his text, | think, the words 
of our Lord: how hardly shall they that have 
riches be saved. A young woman who heard 
the sermon, afterward stated, that she seemed 
to like what he sind very well ; but itdone he: 
no good ; for she all the time was thinking a- 
boutthelov> of.no rey Wem intfested or about the 
three or four thousand do bars’ salary which he 
received tor preach ig to New York- Dr 
Spring should turn round and tell his people as 
the drunken Parson did 5 ** Suu musidy as | 
SAY, uot as | vo.” 
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ORDIN ATION, 
20th ullime, in the 


On Tuesday evening, the , 
ity, Brother 


: . Re NE ra 8. 
First Universslist Church in this ¢ 
William Hagadorn was set apart to the work of 


the gospel ministry, by solemnand public ordi- 
nation, by Brother Aboer Kneeland, assisted by 
the Deacons ofthe ssidciarch, Although the 
evening was ta ny and unpi masant, yet a very 





‘ i ' et 
respecta ile ayaience atte nded, atu Brothe r 
Hazadorndeliveredavery approprinte discourse 

& oe 
On tue occas: from 1 itm. iv. 14—16 tnciu- 
sive. Brother Hazidoro its laborisg at present 
P “= thy Ry fie ' 
»>gvoneral acceptince int tule of New Jer- 
' 
sey Gospel Herald 
OE a a Sree (ae ere ee 
Se ga wry ys vr 
ra Nev ae oh wo os 
: rr’ 2 £ *yrt 
} BFR VEALE PILGhl 
Written h: Dr. }] yenes alte; i conversation 
with Miss—, tiie d y precediag her dis- 
Soran 
Whithe eoe-st then, milgrim s wmcer, 
} i i . i Reo j =» te | , 
Sin nr Heit tthis Gai some Vie * 
Know’'st thon net “ts tall al dancer, 


)?) 


And will not thy courage .ail 


Pilgrim thou dost jastly call me, 
Wandering o er this waste so wide, 
Bat no harm betal me 
While I'm blest with such a guide.” 


can ere 


' 
fe attends thee, 


afise ; 


** Such agnide! no gui 
Ilence my feirs for thee 
Should some guardian power befriend thee, 
,} is unseen by mortal eyes.” 

** Yes, unseen, but yet believe me, 
Sach a guide my ste] s attend, 
Hie tin every sirait attend me, 
He trom every harm detend.” 


‘** Pilgrim, see that stream before thee, 
Darkiy winding throngh the vale, 
Should its de idly waves roll o’er thee, 
Would not then thy courage fail 2?” 


** No, that stream has nothing frightful, 
To its brink my steps Ill bend ; 
Thence to plunge will be delizhtful, 
There my pilgrimage will end.” 


While I gazed, with speed surprising, 
Dosn the stream she plinged from sight ; 
G. ZINE still, | saw her rising, 

! ' . ae 


ab ge. clothed with light. 
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Che Editor will preach in Harford the se- 
coud Sabbath ia August. 














